
C
on

sider th
e follow

in
g statem

en
t abou

t S
tan

dard 
E

n
glish

 an
d try to decide w

h
eth

er you
 agree or 

disagree w
ith

 th
em

, providin
g a reason

 in
 each

 case 
for you

r decision
.

§S
tan

dard E
n

glish
 is n

ot a lan
gu

age
§S

tan
dard E

n
glish

 is an
 accen

t
§S

tan
dard E

n
glish

 is a S
peech

 style
§S

tan
dard E

n
glish

 is a set of ru
les for correct u

sage

V
ideo: “3 w

ays to speak E
n

glish
”



§D
ialectology: is a bran

ch
 of sociolin

gu
istics th

at stu
dies th

e 
system

atic varian
ts of a lan

gu
age

§Lin
gu

istic criterion
 -

m
u

tu
al in

telligibility:C
an

 th
e speakers of tw

o 
differen

t lan
gu

age form
s readily u

n
derstan

d on
e an

oth
er?

§C
u

ltu
ral criterion

 -
takes in

to accou
n

t th
e opin

ion
 of th

e 
speakers:

do th
e speakers th

em
selves th

in
k of th

eir form
 of 

lan
gu

age as a variety of a m
ore stan

dard form
 of speech

?

§D
ifferen

tiatin
g lan

gu
age from

 dialect in
volves a lan

gu
age's political 

statu
s, a factor th

at is extern
al to th

e form
 of th

e lan
gu

age an
d 

som
etim

es even
 at varian

ce w
ith

 th
e cu

ltu
re of th

e speakers.



§A
ccen

t
–

describes aspects of pron
u

n
ciation

 
w

h
ich

 iden
tify w

h
ere an

 in
dividu

al is from
 

region
ally or socially

§D
ialect

–
describes featu

res of gram
m

ar &
 

vocabu
lary, as w

ell as aspects of pron
u

n
ciation



§R
egion

al variation
 -

R
egion

al d
ialects:

§qu
iz: Post a com

m
en

t w
ith

 th
e resu

lts of you
r qu

iz an
d say 

w
h

eth
er it is accu

rate! 
§A

rticle: B
u

sin
ess In

sider –
Jan

u
ary 5, 2013  

§Isoglosses
-

lin
es w

h
ich

 represen
ts a bou

n
dary betw

een
 th

e 
areas w

ith
 regard to th

at on
e particu

lar lin
gu

istic item
.

§D
ialect bou

n
d
aries vs. D

ialect con
tin

u
u
m

§D
ialect B

ou
n

dary is a m
ore solid lin

e of a n
u

m
ber of 

isoglosses. 
§Takin

g in
to accou

n
t th

at Isoglosses an
d dialect bou

n
daries 

don
’t h

ave sh
arp breaks from

 on
e region

 to th
e n

ext, th
ey 

exist alon
g a con

tin
u

u
m

.





§W
h

at is th
e official lan

gu
age of th

e U
.S

.?
§H

ow
 does a region

/cou
n

try becom
e bilin

gu
al?

§W
h

at are th
e pros an

d con
s of bein

g bilin
gu

al?



§S
election

: C
h

oosin
g th

e variety to be an
 official 

lan
gu

age
§C

od
ification

: S
tan

dardizin
g its stru

ctu
ral/lin

gu
istics 

featu
res –

elaboration
 of gram

m
ars, diction

aries an
d 

w
ritten

 m
odels.

§E
laboration

: E
xten

din
g its fu

n
ction

s for its u
se in

 n
ew

 
dom

ain
s –

all aspects of social life.
§Im

p
lem

en
tation

: attem
pts by th

e govern
m

en
t to 

en
cou

rage u
se of th

e stan
dard.

§A
ccep

tan
ce:

th
e popu

lation
 u

se an
d th

in
k of it as th

e 
n

ation
al lan

gu
age.



-
V

ariation
 –

th
ere is m

ore th
an

 on
e w

ay to say th
e sam

e th
in

g
-

S
ociolin

gu
istics –

stu
dy th

e relation
sh

ip betw
een

 lan
gu

age an
d society

-
In

vestigate if th
ere is system

atic variation
 in

volvin
g th

e tw
o

variables (lin
gu

istic an
d social) by cou

n
tin

g h
ow

 often
 speakers in

 each
 

class u
se each

 version
 of th

e lin
gu

istic variable.

S
ocial class: M

iddle class &
 W

orkin
g class

E
con

om
ic class: U

pper &
 Low

er

-
u

se of statistical program
s to h

an
dle its m

u
lti-variable n

atu
re

D
ialect stu

dies h
ad focu

sed (u
p u

n
til th

en
) on

 ru
ral speakers an

d 
h

as ign
ored social factors –

region
al variation

 U
rban

 accen
ts / 

dialects w
ere th

ou
gh

t to be too diverse an
d too h

eterogen
eou

s to 
stu

dy



-
1927, R

u
th

erford, N
ew

 Jersey
-

Th
e fou

n
der of th

e disciplin
e of variation

ist 
sociolin

gu
istics.

-
S

tu
dies at H

arvard (B
.A

) an
d C

olu
m

bia (M
.A

. / 
Ph

.D
.)

-
H

e w
orked as an

 in
du

strial ch
em

ist before 
becom

in
g a lin

gu
ist!

-
U

n
iversity of Pen

n
sylvan

ia –
S

em
i retired at

th
e en

d of S
prin

g 2014
-

S
tu

dy of varieties of E
n

glish
 in

 N
YC

-
M

arth
a’s V

in
eyard 

-
N

YC



-
V

arian
ts of th

e ph
on

ological variable (r) –
post-vocalic 

position
E

xam
ple: fourth floor

-
Presen

ce
-

A
bsen

ce
N

YC
 = r-less –

n
on

-rh
otic accen

t
-

S
ocial variables –

social classes
-

S
aks Fifth

 A
ven

u
e (H

igh
est)

-
M

acy’s (M
iddle)

-
K

lein
’s (Low

est)

Is th
e lin

gu
istic variable (r) a 

social differen
tiator in

 all level of 
N

ew
 York C

ity speech
? 

S
tu

d
y: S

ocial stratification
 of (r) in

 N
Y

C



Th
e pron

u
n

ciation
 of /r/ depen

ded on
 th

e social class of th
e 

em
ployees -

Th
ose em

ployees w
ith

 h
igh

er socioecon
om

ic 
statu

s pron
ou

n
ced /r/ m

ore frequ
en

tly th
an

 th
ose w

ith
 low

er 
socioecon

om
ic statu

s



-
1943, N

orw
ich

 (E
n

glan
d)

-
K

in
g’s C

ollege, C
am

bridge (B
.A

.) 
-

U
n

iversity of E
din

bu
rg (Ph

.D
.)

-
Professor at th

e U
n

iversity of E
ssex –

retired 2005
-

Labovian
 m

eth
odology in

 U
K

 -
R

eadin
g

S
ocial m

ark
ers –

particu
lar lin

gu
istic featu

re (speech
 

sou
n

d) th
at m

arks an
 speaker as a m

em
ber of a 

specific social grou
p



Possible m
ediu

m
s: em

ail, text m
essage, letter, voicem

ail, sn
apch

at, 
Facebook, ????

E
xam

p
le 1

To:you
r frien

d
M

essage:you
 w

an
t to m

eet w
ith

 you
r frien

d to w
atch

 th
e n

ew
 B

lade R
u

n
n

er M
ovie 

on
 Friday. (W

h
ere? / tim

e?)

E
xam

p
le 2

To:you
r professor

M
essage:you

 n
eed to m

eet w
ith

 h
er/h

im
 as soon

 as possible becau
se you

 h
ave 

m
issed th

e review
 class an

d th
e fin

al exam
 is n

ext w
eek

E
xam

p
le 3

To:frien
ds

M
essage:it is you

r 21st birth
day (a big on

e!)



§In
 th

e stu
dy of social dialects, w

h
at is “th

e observer’s paradox” an
d h

ow
 can

 it be 
overcom

e?
§W

h
at is th

e differen
ce betw

een
 an

 accen
t an

d a dialect?
§W

h
at does an

 isogloss represen
t in

 a lin
gu

istic atlas?
§W

h
at are th

e first tw
o stages of lan

gu
age plan

n
in

g in
 th

e process of adoptin
g a 

n
ation

al lan
gu

age?
§W

h
at is th

e differen
ce betw

een
 style-sh

iftin
g an

d code-sw
itch

in
g?

§W
h

at is m
ean

t by a “register”?
§A

ccordin
g to B

row
n

 an
d A

ttardo ( 2005 ): “If ch
ildren

 m
ove to an

 area before th
e 

age of n
in

e, th
ey are able to “pick u

p” th
e local dialect, w

h
ich

 th
eir paren

ts do n
ot.” 

D
o you

 th
in

k th
is statem

en
t is tru

e of both
 region

al dialect an
d social dialect? 

W
h

en
 an

d h
ow

 do you
 th

in
k people develop th

eir social dialects?
§E

n
glish

 is n
ot th

e official lan
gu

age of th
e U

n
ited S

tates, bu
t som

e in
sist th

at it 
sh

ou
ld be. W

h
at are th

e argu
m

en
ts for an

d again
st th

e ‘E
n

glish
-O

n
ly M

ovem
en

t’?



A
ccordin

g to Fou
gh

t (2003), C
h

ican
o E

n
glish

 is spoken
 in

 th
e 

sou
th

w
estern

 region
 of th

e U
S

A
 (from

 Texas to C
aliforn

ia), m
ain

ly by 
in

dividu
als of M

exican
-

A
m

erican
 h

eritage.

C
on

sider th
e follow

in
g statem

en
ts abou

t C
h

ican
o E

n
glish

 an
d try to decide 

w
h

eth
er you

 agree or disagree w
ith

 th
em

, providin
g a reason

 in
 each

 case 
for you

r decision
.

§C
h

ican
o E

n
glish

 is a dialect of A
m

erican
 E

n
glish

.
§C

h
ican

o E
n

glish
 is an

oth
er term

 for “S
pan

glish
.”

§C
h

ican
o E

n
glish

 is sim
ply u

n
gram

m
atical or “broken

” E
n

glish
 , as 

exem
plified by sen

ten
ces su

ch
 as “E

verybod
y knew

 the C
ow

boys w
as 

gonna w
in” again

 an
d “S

he d
on’t know

 B
rend

a”
§C

h
ican

o E
n

glish
 is th

e secon
d lan

gu
age learn

er’s E
n

glish
 of people from

 
cou

n
tries w

h
ere S

pan
ish

 is spoken
.

§Th
ere are n

o n
ative speakers of C

h
ican

o E
n

glish
.


