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Central Question: What should a country’s policies on immigration be and why? 

 

Directions: Write a 2-3 page (2 full pages minimum, 3 full pages maximum) paper answering the 

central question above.  

• You can think of this paper as a blog post—a more informal kind of writing where you 

are working out your thinking and hope to share them with others. You should still have a 

thesis statement. 

• You must engage with at least one of the class readings on immigration (Michael Blake’s 

“Immigration” or José Mendoza’s “Doing Away with Juan Crow”). You may use 

quotations of the readings in your paper or you may summarize arguments in your own 

words. Either way, you should explain some of the arguments that you read and analyze 

them—do you agree or disagree with them and why? Your paper should not simply be a 

summary of Blake or Mendoza’s views, but should demonstrate your own critical 

thinking and viewpoint. 

• Your essay should be typed and double-spaced, use Times New Roman 12-point font, 

and is due November 15th. 

 

Suggestions: In answering the central question, you may want to think about some of the 

following issues: 

• You may want to talk about what any country’s immigration policies should be in the 

abstract or you may choose to focus on US immigration policies in particular. 

• Michael Blake and José Mendoza are really tackling two different sorts of immigration 

policy. Blake addresses a country’s policy in excluding potential immigrants from 

entering and whether these policies are consistent with liberalism. José Mendoza 

addresses US immigration policies when it comes to treating undocumented immigrants. 

You might want to tackle both of these policies in your paper or you may want to focus 

on one of them. Or you might even want to analyze how the two kinds of policies are 

connected (for example, one possible policy when it comes to undocumented immigrants 

is to try to deport them—that is, to exclude them from the country). 

 


